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Lewisham

Public Art in Lewisham

Lewisham is home to a vibrant collection of public art. Public
art encompasses many different types of art work, from murals
to sculpture to lighting installations. It can commemorate,
celebrate, inspire and amuse. Overall, it enhances our collective
sense of place.

Over 60 art works can be found right across the borough, from the Thames in

the north to Beckenham in the south. Lewisham has a diverse collection that
incorporates traditional approaches alongside witty murals by Artmongers to popular
pieces such as the Catford Cat. This leaflet reveals the highlights for you to explore
Lewisham’s public art for yourself.

Lewisham is committed to developing the borough as a vital, creative place to live,
work and learn. The borough boasts buildings from acclaimed architects including
Will Alsop at Goldsmiths and Herzog and De Meuron’s Stirling Prize winning Laban
with an interior mural by Michael Craig Martin (above). Artists are increasingly
commissioned to create art for new buildings and public spaces. Through innovative
and sustainable design, Lewisham aims to produce high quality creative destinations.

Public art commissions come and go and Lewisham’s archive will develop to reflect the
changes in the borough. You can view the archive online at www.lewisham.gov.uk/
publicart together with details, where known, of the artists, year of installation,
commissioning bodies and other information. Hopefully these highlights will whet
your appetite to discover more about public art in your borough.

Highlights of Lewisham’s public art collection

Deptford/New Cross

@ His ‘n’ Hers is a seminal piece
of work from local artist/
activists Patricio Forrester
and Artmongers. Its strikingly
humorous appropriation of the
side of a Deptford High Street
shop was commissioned by
Deptford X festival in 2002.

@ Anchor and Chain - reflects
Deptford’s shipbuilding history
(artist unknown).

@ Deptford Marbles (cover image)
is the latest work by Artmongers;
a trompe ['oeil wall with the
effect of lightening and opening
out the surrounding area.

Lewisham

( Mile Posts mark a National
Cycle Route which bisects the
borough from north to south.
Four designs were commissioned
by Sustrans in 2000 by English,
Northern Irish, Scottish and
Welsh designers. There are
five currently installed in
the borough.

(@ Column, by John Maine, is
the last surviving piece of the
Riverdale Sculpture Park which
once housed work by over 16
artists as part of the Lewisham
2000 initiative. It complements
John’s other work, Ridgeway,
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which includes the Molesworth
central reservations and Pyramid
opposite Lewisham Library.

@ The Lewisham Murals,
situated at the back of the
shopping centre, depict scenes
from Lewisham’s history over
the last 2000 years and were
commissioned in 1998 as a
millennium project. They took
artists Bruce Williams and Gary
Philips a year to paint.

€5 Lewisham Hospital:
Striped Panels by Rana
Begum, Complete and
Momentum by Annie
Cattrell, Elevation by Michael
Pinsky, Blue Well by Chris
Marshall and Alma Tischler-
Wood’s signage. Designed
to humanise the hospital
environment, incorporating
themes of optimism and
regeneration, symmetry and
harmony, these five artists
worked with the existing fabric
of the hospital’s buildings with
colourful effect.

Brockley/Ladywell/Crofton
Park/Telegraph Hill

€] Shardeloes Road is based on
a poem by Margaret Reynolds
and was designed by James
Salisbury and Tom Young.

@ A participatory project with
120 local residents of Telegraph
Hill, Fabric of Society is
another new project from
Artmongers exploring the
textiles and materials dear
to different members of this
diverse community.

€0 Coulgate Street/Brockley
Station Murals by Louis Henry
are composed in a vibrant
street style, depicting images
from the local environment and
key figures in black history and
culture. Commissioned by the
Brockley Cross Action Group.

@ Stone Circle (Millennium) is
essentially a megalithic sun dial
erected by the Brockley Society
in 2000.

€D The stainless steel C by John
Pitt stands outside Crofton
Park Library and serves as a
dynamic exclamation of the
area’s name.

@ Brockley Key is another
example of Artmongers’
trompe 'oeil. High on the side
of a Brockley shop wall, a ‘wind
up’ key, commissioned for the
Brockley Max Festival, waits to
be turned.

Forest Hill

€® Decorative Newsfeeds
by installation artists Jon
Thomson and Alison Craighead
provide a colourful and fun,
hi-tech way to receive your
news in the window of Forest
Hill Sainsburys.

@) Humanity in the House of
Circumstance Horniman
Mosaic overlooks London Road
and was made by Robert Anning
Bell in 1901. It is an allegory on
the course of human life.

Rushey Green

@ Blue on Green light installation,
seen here in the background,
was devised by Freeform Arts
Trust and placed in 20 trees
along Rushey Green in 2002
as the flagship artwork of the
Creative Lewisham strategy. It
was recommissioned in 2008.

(® Chariot was bequeathed to
the Council by the family of
artist Oleg Prokofiev who
was a longtime resident
of Blackheath and son of
composer Sergei Prokofiev.

@ The Catford Cat is a local
icon, heralding with its paw the
opening to Catford Shopping
Centre. It was designed and
built in 1974 by architect Owen
Luder and Embassy Signs.

(B Water Line by Oliver Barratt
was commissioned in 2006
and reflects the watery history
of the area with its blue fluid
curves.

@ Pensive Girl is one of several
works in the borough by Gerda
Rubinstein. Made in 1992,
it is a bronze resin sculpture
lovingly waxed every year by
Council staff.

Thanks to: Artmongers, Gerda Rubinstein, Kenneth White, Paul Margetts, Penny Matheson, Katheryne
Gatehouse, Héléne Mitchell, Deborah Glass, Andre Wallace, The Brockley Cross Action Group.
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